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Summer Hill Public School would like to thank the following for their help:

M:. Jan Burnswood from the Department of Education History Section for preparing a
history of the school an which this text is based.

The Archives Authority of N.S. W, for providing Departmental records and documents.

Mrs. Margaret King, our Co-ordinator, who spent countless hours liaising with the
hundreds of ex-students who contacted the schoaol,

Staff members — Mra, Dawn Wilson for typing: Mr. Ray Archee for photography: Ms,
Therese Gilberthorpe for interviewing; and research provided by the former Principal, Miss
Vilma Burns.

Community members who have worked so hard towards a successful Centenary - Mrs.
Wendy Williams, Mrs. Shirley Adams, Mrs. Kathy Chandler and Mys. Olive Salans.

Fotek School Portraits Pry. Ltd., for complimentary photographs.

The many former students, Families and teachers who responded to our request for
photographs, certificates, memories and reminiscences. o]
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Foreword

Summer Hill Public Scheol is 100 years ofd! .

A century has always been considered an outstanding achievement and a milestone in
many areas of human endeavour.

At this school, one of the things it represents is 100 years of hard werk and effort on the
part of those who were the educators as well as the multitude of children whe have been
educated here.

Many changes have been witnessed since that distant day on the 7th May, 1883 when
Summer Hill Public Schosol began in a converted wooden weathershed . . . changes in our
school, changes in education, clﬁangl:s in our suburk and changes in society itself.

A T read the reminizcences of ex-students, listened to anscdotes and memories being
recountesd by senior members of our community and uncovered interesting historical facts
from the archives, [ was often moved by the pleasant memories and obvious affection many
people have for their old school.

To-day, in 1983, Summer Hill Public School is one which 1z very much involved with its
multicultural community, It is a school which has children from all parts of the world and they
bring with themn the wealth of experiences offered through their different vaces, languages.
religions and cultural backgrounds.

Summer Hill Public School has a proud tradition and special sense of identity to pass on
ter those future generations of children who will be educated here. Thiz Centenary year of
1983 should thus be looked upon as one which celebrates that solid foundation laid over the

past century for that of the next.
John Hathorn
Principal 1983



Memorandum from Inspector John Jones
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The Beginning

The arigins of Summer Hill Public School can
be precisely dated to a memorandum written by one of
the inspectors of the Sydney district, John Jones, on
26 Oxcrober, 1881:

*Being of opinion that & Public School is needed to

meet tﬁn edueational requirements of Summerhill,

Dulvrich, Sea View aind Soutl [sishais, 1 beg b0

recommend that the fellowing block of land

belonging to Mr. Bartlett of Prospect Hall,

Summerhill, be resurmed as a site for such school.™

Lnlike most of the large city schools opered in
|BB3, Summer Hill was not a conversion from a former
church school. And, unlike most of the cousntry schools
opened that vear, it was not the result of local imtative,
which invalved collecting the signatures of all the
parents on an official application form and persuading
the Diepartment that a school was necessary, Rather, it
was the Department itself which decided to buald
Summer Hill Public School to mest the needs of the
rapidly growing population of Sydney's western

rhs.

The Public Institution Act

In 1880, after many years of debate about the
reforms meeded in the government schoal system of Mew
South Wales, which dated from 1848, the Public
Insiruction Aot was passed. The new Act set up the
Department of Education under a Minister, introduced
compulsory education, lowered school fess, introduged
secondary education inte government schools and
extended educational facilities in sparsely populated
areas. The most controversial clause of the Act was the
ane which withdrew all state aid from church schools
from the end of 1882, and resufted in the closure of
mast church schools except the Catholic ones. These
changes, together with the rapid growth in the colsny’s
population, prodiced & G090 increase in enralments in
government schools in the Department's first three
vears, and an acute sccommodation crisis. Even with a
massive increase in the annual expenditure on buildings,
the new Drepartment could net provide baildings
quickby . To the handeome brick and stone
buildings of the perted were added a varisty of cheap
wooden buildings and school tents, plus a wide range of
rented buildings, especially former church schoals,

By 1885 the crisis was over, although many schools
wre to operate far years in officially ‘temparary’
accommndation.

Choosing a Site

Jones had chosen a site of just over two acres,
btnded by four streets, which was part of eight acres|
awned by James Bartlett which had just been placed i
thie hands of avctioneers. Jones believed that Bartlei's
refusal to name a price was becaise he preferred to sell
the land For housing in the quickly developing suburk

Anather local landowner, Thomas Micholson, was
anxious bo-sell to the Diepartment some land a black
further along Junction Rioad, with two partly built
houses on it, but the Chief Tnspector regarded Bartlett
land as I'l:mg,r far the best sate in Summer Hill for a Pubhi¢
Schoal”, and in December 1881 it was decided to .
sesume the land. The resumption was carried out early
in February, and Bartlett accepted the Department's
offer of £2857 for the land.
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James Bartlett's two acres

In March 1882 Jones filled out the standard
binlding form, recommending schoolrooms for 40K
pupils plus two small elassrooms, and a substantial
teacher's residence, His recommendations were
amended, and m May the Department's architect,
William Femp, was instructed to pregare plans for




imary and infants departments, with each department
have schoalroom accommodation for 150 and
ssgrooin space for 50 pupils. Twe months later the
lerk of Ashfield Muntcipal Counal, Thomas

lassop, wrote to arrange & deputation from the
dermen to the Minister to urge the need for a start on
¢ buildings. The Council was reassured to hear that

e plans were underway, and decided not to procesd
ith the depatation: the aldermen were obvicusly
iaware of Kemp's enormous backlog in the drafting
iom. When nothing had happened by the beginning of
!53, Thomas thl'm.l:nn wrale to the partment o
implain that the people of Summer Hill had already
iffered the inconvernience and expense of sending their
nldren to distant schools for too leng. ™1 do think this
sing and popular Suburh should not be neglected any
e ", he prut::.tﬁ'].

The plans were finally ready late in January 1883,
1 tenders were called immediately, Mevertheless, it
-as not unbil early in May that a contract was signed
ith Peter Grabam of Croydon for Y6995, stipulating
iat the work was to be completed by the begimning of
384, A it turned out, the buildings were not te be
sady for many months after that
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A beick and stome building.

A Tent Schoal?

In February 1883 William Pigott, the local
Member of Parliament, urged the Diepartment to
provide Summer Hill with a tent 20 that the schoal
could open at last, even if the permanent buildings
would not be read_'.-' for months, The Department
accepted the need for acton, but fortunately for the
teschers and children decided that a temporary woaden
building would be more suitable than one of the tents
then, very unpopularly, in use at many schoals, It was
therefare decided to give Summer Hill & wooden
building measuring 75 feet by 21, with an enclosed
verandah (running the length of the building) where
pupils could hang thesr hats and wash their hands. The
building could accommodate about 200 pupils, seated
in four blacks of desks and forms 12 feet long on a
atepped floor, phes a high gallery containing foerms 16
feet long but no desks. Later on the building coold be
converted mto weathersheds. These buildings were
widely used to meet the accommodation ertsis, and
Gardeners Road, Darlinghurst and Forest ge were
amongst the schools which opened in 883 in identical
buildings. The building, 1 ey with tanks and a
bell-post and temporary toilets, cost £619 to erect, and
there was also £ worth of furniture which could be
used in the permanent buildings later on, An extra £60
was spent on Fences across the site, to stop members of
the public using the toilets and to keep the children
away from the permanent buildings in progress. The
wark was completed on 24 April 1883,

Albert Studdy - The First

Headmaster

“The first headmaster of Summer Hill Public

School, Albert Studdy, was appointed on 25 April,
883, His arrival was delayed — he had to travel from
Tenterfield — a0 the school was finally opened on
Monday, 7 May. In the first week the enrolment was
139 mli; an average attendance of 106, and by the end
of 1883 the figures had risen to 371 and 230
respectively. The original staff consisted of Studdy and

a young pupil-teacher or apprentice;, Elizabeth Pearce,
bt by the end of the year the staff probably numbered
five. It was clear by September that the wooden
building would seon be uncomfortably avercrowded,
and that there was no chance of the permanent buildings
being ready before the end of summer, =0 Studdy asked
for anather temporary buildings. Instead he was
supplied with an old schoal tent from Waterlao Public
School, and the infants moved into it in Movember.

There is 0o trace.of the Drepartment's file on the

permanent buildings at Summer Hill, so the reasons for
the long delay remain obscure. [t seems that the fault
lay with the contractor, and if so it was expensive for

ham, with an overtime penalty of £9 a week. All the
butldings were suppmed to be read:. b anuarr 15-54
but the two-storey residence was fimished in June,
|r|Fm1l| hulh:]mg mjuh.' and Ih: main hu:LdI.hg al Iht El'l.d
of August. There i3 alsa nothing te explain the
variation between the instructions given to Kemp m
Mlay 1882 and what was actuafly built at Summer Hill,
HI1II!S$ il was 1i1.u.t llu D:parl.ménl realised the need to
plan for the future. What Kemp did was to plan a
handsome, symmetrical building with a tower in the
centre, flanked on each side by an office and a
verandsh in front of a large schoolroom measuring 30
feet by 24. At each end of the building there were two
classrooms measuring 24 feet by 174, phis a lavatory
or washroom area nﬁ separate b-tuHins al the rear,
connected Lo the main bulding by a covered walkway,
was set agide for the infants, included two
schaolrooms measuring 34 feet by 24 and a classroom
measuring 24 feet by 18, Only the western sections of
the buildings, ending at the tower, were built in
[B83-84 - the truncated builldings must have looked
rather odd — and it was plansed to add the eastern
sections when enrolments at the school made them
NECE3EArY.

T‘]'n.u. inJuI}- 13&4 ‘ﬂu infanls moved ito a
schoalroom containing a high gallery of seven forms 16
feet long, separated by a railing from a hlock of five
desks and forms 12 feet long on & stepped Mloor. This

Tﬁ:mﬂngu{hrmu’uﬂymﬂnrﬁm Sﬂ.rrrmuH:ﬂm fa grou
z.rr! e rapidily. Semmer Hill railay shebion was built in F883 -

o BT YEAT 8 Gur vefvood, This .nlmlu !hﬂmﬁrong‘ﬂnﬂ Stone
arches of Long Cove Viedud af Lewisham being replaced by an

fran sfrucre.

FPhate: Mitchell Library.
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A rove find - ar edginal Arbor Dy, M9 certificate = My T Thoma

economic depression of 1891 hit the colony, and major
ediscation reforms were to be delayed until the new
Century.

Dn his vizit to Summer Hill Carruthers instructed
Eruddy to obtain more maps and diagrams to hang on
the walls, and also to have repaired the many window
panes broken aver the vears by larniking throwing
stones; wire guards were also to be fitted to the
windows. Much more importantly, Carruthers decided
that the ‘temporary’ building occupied by the girls was
quite unsatisfactory, an.d instructed the Department to
complete the main according to the ariginal
design at once, Kemp iu.ul.?‘rhe plans ready by April,
with an estimate of £3000, but the Department’s sentor
officers recommended that the work be deferred, since
Summer Hill did not need extra accommodation.

The Minister disagresd with his Departroental
officers, pointing out that the question was not one of
increased accommodation at all but of “health and
sanitation” in the wooden building, and tssued orders
that tenders be called [ate in 1890, To the new building

WeErE m:H.e:I. p\a.inting and re‘pajru to the clder
buildings, asphalting and the connection of the city
water supply, and the contract was carried out by
Aol Dnibcalliof Petesbii fe. the warpristngly Tow
figure of £2857.

Arbor Day

]

The inauguration of Arbor Day i 1890 was J

rected with enthusiasm by the Ashfield district Public
g-: hool Board, o group of local citizens whose duty it
was to inspect and report on the schools i the area.
The secretary was Thomas Glassop, Clerk of Ashfield
Municipal Council, which had always taken a great
deal of imterest in the schoel, partly to ensure that it
conformed to standards of municipal pride. In 1883 the
Council bad issued summonses against the Minister in
its successful battle to have the schoal's partly dug
cesspits replaced by the pan system, and in 1586 the
Department had agreed to pay one-third of the cost of
kerhing and gultering the streets around the school and
asphalting the footpaths. In 1890 the Public School
Board was largely responsible for persuading the
Minster to replace the "cold, dreary and dirty looking™

waden building.

The Public School Board organised the planting of
trees and shrubs at Sumeer Hill on Arbor Day in
August 1890, although Glassop was unsuccessful in his
recyest that :he band of the Vernon MNautical Training
Ship ke B.“nml:l o mtq'lq:in th: P‘I.Ib.lll: on 'Ij'b&otl:ﬁ!.im.
as it had at Ashfield Superior Public Schaol the

1 was designed to accommodate 102 children, and
galleried classroom accommodated 54. The
pidated tent was sold the same month for £10,

sre had been no separate infants department at
famer Hill in 1883, although the attendance late in
arear justified it, and the date at which the

wartment was created is unknown; the first infants
tress recorded was Maria Godfrey, appointed in
tober 1884,

| The large schoodroom in the primary department,
ommodating 150 pupils, was fumulu:d with hlocks
‘o desks and forms and a ; at one end, while
st clasarooms were rmrlrbd with galleries
itaining forms only. temporary wooden building
nained on the site, and was soon to be used by a
yarate girls department; the first girls mistress
sorded was Minnie Baker, who entered on duty at

: immg of 1887 and was to remain at the school
ol 1925.

i
ie School in Operation, 1884-1905

Oince the permanent buildings were sceupied,
mmer Hill zettled down to routine operation. Little
= ever reported about day-to-day activities at the
wool, and indeed with the narrow and minutely
escribed curriculum of the nineteenth century, and the
riormance of the teachers and the progress of the
pils regularly tested by inspectors, there could be
ry little happening at Summer Hill that was different

from other schools in the colony. The inflexible design
and furnishing of the schoolrooms and claseroome
reflected the educational philosophy of the time:
children were Lo sit still uEuI.e being drilled 1o perfection
in the 3R, and the curriculum made few concessions to
the interests or understanding of the pupils. The
arrangement of pupils in classes was based la:gtl{'m_‘
ﬂ'mr PTOFress A series gradu:' rem:llng .
with the Standards of Proficiency laying down at least
ane and a half years for each of Classes | to 3; Summer
Hill, like most large schools, also had a fourth Class in
the hoys and the girls departments. Fifth Class was
generally restricted to Superior Public Schoals, and
provided an alternative to the few High Schools, of
which there were only twa in Sydney.

In Jaruary 180 the Minsster for Education,
Joseph Carruthers, paid a visit to Summer Hill which
produced dramatic results. Carruthers was the Minister
only from 1B89 1o 1891, but his period in office
concided with many innovations i education, some of
which were his own imitiatives. Many of the mnovations
related to technical education in the very broad sense in
which it was then understood, ranging from practical
wark in kindergarten and primary classes through to the
new Techmical Education gmnch of the Diepartment.
Carruthers was persanally committed to enlarging and
ymproving scheel sites and encouraging the development
af children's gardens and experimental agricultural
plots, and he maugurated Arbor Day in 1890, He was
also anxious to improve school buildings, although his
interest was more m their outward appearance than

their internal workings. Carruthers left office just as the

The Ulnfinished Schoal — note the touter. Phota: M | Mutigan
&



I':"i{ll.ls Salur-ia,y. The Minster believed that the
Jueent abeence of the band and its officers from the

s refarm school would seriously affect the discipline
he ship. The celebration of Arbar Diay in 1891 was
(ticalarly well-orgamsed, with £15.11.11 being
Jected in local subserptions, Ower half of this was
ot on refreshments for the children, and the balance
i the Department's subsidy was spent on trenching
;ground and erecting and painting guard-fences for
Jtrees and shrubs, %z day was again a big event in
#2, with five members of the Public School Board
g present; Mr Formes, Mr Dougan, Mr Dean,
) Melville and Mrs Ellzs,

Artar Day balrmce Sheet, 183

By September 1891 the extensions to the school
sere mearly completed . and Glassop asked if the
Countess of Jersey, the Governar's wife, could perform
jre grand official opening on which the Board had set
5 heart. The new rooms were accupied in the first
seek of Oictober — the wooden building was sold for
‘4 and carted away — and Lady Jersey performed the
pening ceremany on 21 Oetober,
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Lady Jervey fo apen the sohan!

It all seemed to be going well at Summer Hill but in
fact the Diepartment expressed dissatisfaction with Mr
Studdy’s performance. In those davs the Inspectorial
System was harsh and critical. Mr. Studdy replied with
vigorous defence, indicating the growth of the schoal’s
enrelment since 1883 despite the competition of the
nearby schools and the tendency of local parents to send
clder boys to Sydney Boys High, Sydney Crammar or
Newington, In 1892 Staddy was transferred to
Windsor and retired in the following vear when still in
has early fifties,

Frank Garden
—~ The Second Headmaster

For most of the 18904 the enrolment at Summer
Hill was well over 00, although it is doubtful if this
was the resull of Studdy’s replacement by Frank
Carden rather than the population grovwth in the area,

A request for maps of America

Garden seemed particularly energetic. He made sure
that the schoal was well supphed with maps and
diagrams, and he kept up the Public School Beard's
good work in planting trees and shrubs by developing
flower gardens as well. Like most teachers of his
generation, Garden was scrupulously correct and
proper in s handling of the regulations and in his
correspondence, as he showed in a long memorandum
he wrote in 1895:
The Performing Fleas
O several occasions lately [ have received
apphcations from individuals to permit the use of
porbions of the school premises, after school hours,
for the purpose of giving entertainments ostenaihly
for the amusement or instruction of the children, but
to whivl;h qﬂnﬁ::iw 15 chatg-e:l, the same heing
retained by the exhibitor. Permission for these shows
is requested on the ground of their being of an
educational character, Only one of these persons,
{a Mr Howard who has microscopic and other
acientific abpects to show) can produce any authoraty
O Thursday last twe men asked to be allowed tn
exhibit "Performing Fleas”; first, because il was an
educational matter and in their opinion quite as
interesting as a microscopic exhibition, and second,
hmuw they hm:! II‘r\em:I.y shown them in several of
the schools in the neighbourhood, after school hours
... | submit that it is not fair that | should (hecause
[ desire to carry out the regulations properly )

ke considered over-officious or churlish .. . .

The Mr Howard to whom Garden referred had
pven lectures at Summer Hill some years previously.
¢ Department fully agreed with Garden's views,
was anxious to find out which teachers had permitted
such exhibitions, but Garden refused to name them.
Carden Hl.u.]:li:l‘md ﬂlefinl Flﬂ‘.l'l C|ﬂs=| al )
Summer Hill, in both the boys and giels departments, |
and in 1894 he asked the Department to raise the ]
schoal’s status to that of a Superior Public School; wi
48 pupll! in Fifth Class Summer Hill amp'_q fulfilled 1
regulations, Garden was anxious to discourage the |
parents from sending the older pupils to Ashfield or 1
Petersham Supenior Schools, However, the recent
inspection af the schoal had found the attainments of
Fifth Class pupils "weak” in some subjects, especially
the boys department, so the Department deferred the
maller.

Extract from Garden’s Superiar Schoo! application i

Furniture Problema

In 1896 the infants mistress, Maria Murray,
complained that the desks in the original infants
classreom were too high for the young pupils, The
[Department’s sofution to her problem went further than
expected, with the platforms on that side of the reom
being altered and the long desks and forms replaced by
dual desks, This was in keeping with the more flexible
Furnitun.- 1:|r.1'|1;|1|:|=|:| l.'l_r 1he k.in ergarien syslem af
edtucation, although the retention of platforms and of
the gallery on the other side of the room seriously
restricted the amount of movement possible. The
beginnings of the move against the old rote system of
learning were also evident in the boys and girls
departments in 1836, when the galleries in one
¢lassroom in each department were rebuilt in order
to take long desks as well as forms. This was dene
hecause the teachers at Summer Hill, like those at most
schools, had found that the limited number of decks
SEHE;:ILH affected the amount of wniting which pupils
could da,




chool Concerts

7 3chool concerts had always been held in New
fourth Wales schools, but they became much more

smmen in the |890s with the introduction of Sarbor
Yay, schools libranies, natural history cabinets and
ther “extras” for which schools had to raise funds.

Iy 1896 (e infants mistress organised a Saturday
Kternoon concert in Carlton Hall, Summer Hill, 1o
"wise funds for the purchass of games, a set of garden
gols, and othey purposes. The concert was 1o
Iieoessful that Thomas Glassop, who was the treasurer
I the Western Suburbs Cottage Hospital in addition to
U] his other commitments, atked if the concert could be
'ppﬂ1eri i aid of the hnspifﬂ.l; the Dﬂpa:ﬂmm'l agru:l,
‘rovided the teachers were willing to embark on the
‘xtra work mvolved. Minnie Baker also organized a
oncert by the girls department in 1897, to raise money
o form & tennis courl at the school. Tennis was one of
'he few sports plaved by girls in this peried, and most
if the physical education recerved by girls and infants
vas restricted to drill and to exercises with dumb belis
Ind wands; Summer Hill was well supplied with these
tems in the 1890s, Bovs generally played more sport,
specially after the formation of the Public Schools
Athletic Association in 889, bul the only boys' sport
recorded at Summer Hill during the 18005 was

Complaints
In 1896 the Department once again expressed
concern about the performance of Summer Hill's
Headmaster. [n that year a parent’s complaint about a
savage instance of corporal punishment carried out hy
the first assistant or deputy headmaster led to the
discovery that there had been & great deal of
unrecorded corporal punishment, much of it for the
strictly-prohibited reason of poor schoolwork, like
mistakes in dictation. The lu.r:hEr concerned was
demoted and transferred, and Garden was given a
serious warning about his supervision of other teachers,
In 1897 Inspector Dawson foand much to criticise
about the performance of the boye at the regular
mepection, and also about the distribution of the staff.
Cin this occasion Garden was cautioned, the

Drepartment accepting that the frequent changes of
teachers that year had much to do with the state of the
boys department, Dawson was again very critical of
the examination results and the discipline in 1899
1902, and eapecially of the small enrolment in the
higher clazses; many bovs wers being sent to
Petersham, although it was badly overcrowded. [n
1902 Ciarden defended himself by £miu!mg oatt that
Petersham was a Superior Public School with a large
staff, that many boys in Sumemer Hill were sent to work

The public school codel corpa was farmed fo improve the physical condifion of boys, fo feadk temn discipline aond
paliafiam, and fo prepare flem fo hear arems for dieir country. Mas! baysand parents {icho fred to pay for the mniforms )
il maf share the Deparimenls erithasiasm for the cadef force which was alin hampered by a perennial shorizge of nijfes

and ammurlion

as soon as they reached 14, and that many families had

weimming, for which they went to Leichhardt Baths
left for cheaper suburbs during the previous year or

bnce a week.

LACWEY BT
S W e R R LL

SUMMER HILL SCHOOL CADETS, 1893 FPhoda: Department of Eduention’

Lackey Street, Summer Hill. Early F¥40s Fhta: Efzaheth Hoole



o, H: did not mention a sgnificant fact which he had

.q:m'lz n [N, the opening of a m.mb:rofﬂrmu

rivate schools in Summer Hill. Garden was again

tromed.

<A letter of complaint was sent to the Department

é 1905 and though no action was taken on this letter,
hen the regular inspection came round in December it
sas noted that the acting hea.dmuler Albert Massey,
a5 “effecting improvement”, Garden had been on sick

save since October, and was to retire in December at

ageof 52

.qhu Mew Education

| Crate suddenly in 1901 there was an outburst of
"'ml.cm of the Mew South Wales system of education
15 it had developed, or failed to develop, over the
Arevious 50 vears. Attendance was irregular, classes
ere very large, teaching methods were mech
Furriculum was a hotch-potch, and the pupil-teacher
Iﬁ:‘&m prodused poarly educated and trained teachers.
car |90 saw a sweeping series of changes,
md[}r known as the “Mew Education”. A new
iyllabais was introduced, which cmq:liualped the
“orrelation of the various subjects and the need to make
_H'El.'l'l interesting and practical, Pupils were to learn by
doing and understand what they learned, rather than

anical, the

merely commit to memory infermation from a textbook
or a teacher. The new syllabus introduced manual
tramning and nature ﬂunﬁ. and kindergarten work was
encouraged. The pupil-teacher system was to be
phued out from 1906 and .r\e-pla.-c::c] ]:r_v & proper
training system for teachers. All these changes eould
only be introduced if the h'ac]iti-om| buildings were
alt-ered. |:r!." abaolishi inug srhnnlrﬂunp, .1.t4:|:|p-=|:|
floors and inflexible furniture, and replacing them by
rooms designed for one class aid teacher, with dual
desks. or for the youngest pupils, moveable chairs and
tables.

It had also been belatedly discovered that
nineteenth century lighting and ventilation were quite
maduqu.ﬂé PI‘I.I'hal‘}' J.tl'ibnl f¢u- wWere n.biﬂlﬂ'pet' in
1906, but it was not untl 1916 that amending
legislation made education really compulsory. Changes
in secondary uducn!um were also planned in 1904 and
1905 when five primary classes were introduced, with
Sixth and Seventh Classes for secondary work, but the
major cha.u?ﬂ in secondary education were to be made
between 1911 and 1913,

Seheol records rarely refer to the actual teaching
and learning process, and the records of Sumemer Hill
are o excephon, &0 it is imposaible to say how the
teachers, pupils and parents responded to the principles
of the Mew Education.

The Twenty-One Years of
“Boss” Byrnes

It is elear that Garden's successor, Sidney Byrnes,
was well able to do so. This is how Dawson, now the
Chaef Imp-:cbur, described Eyrne: in Movember [908
in recommending his promotion to the Department's
heghest classficatson:
=1 vizited the Summer Hill school on the 2%th ulime
and inspected Mr Byenes” work with & view of
testing his claims for promotion to class 1A, The
school isin an efficient condition and madern and
educative methods are effectively applied. It was
with much pleasure that | noted the great change for
the better tE:I has taken place in the general
condition and tﬁneﬂf'ﬂw school during the past
couple of years.”

Bymeﬁ was to Temam at Summer Hill unul 1927, when

he went on leave prios to retivement: Summer H:l|.| thius

had only three headmasters m its first 44 years.

Although Sydney Byrnes was the longest serving
Principal at Summer ilfan:l his twenty-on 6!:;:5 are
recalled by the students of that time, it = the
Mistreas, Minnie Baker, who must also he remembered
for her remarkable 38 years at the school — 1686 ol 9241

TR0 T Closs

The abwvious outward manifestation of the New
Education at Summer Hill was the remodelling of thi]
buildings which took place between 1904 and 1913,

Auin all old M:hn-qls, this work was awkward an
expensive, particularly because the division of old
school rooms and the levelling of floors invanably [
reduced the number of pupils who could be I
accommodated. [t was fortunate that Summer Fill's ||
enrolment was relatively low in 1904, when there wel|
318 pupils and each department had four teachers. T |
nuenbers were soon Lo nise sharply.

“The first step was taken in 1904, when Maria |
Murray pointed out that one of the i skl J
rooms and the class room had no desks at all, o it we
almaast impossible to implement the new syllabus Ml";
regard to wriling in copy-books (rather than on sla
which could be perched on the knees) and drawing.
Therefare, the R:nn were levelled in all rooms, the
hight and ventilaton improved and dual desks installe ]

waork did not include enlarging the windows zmd{p
replacing the blue glass, and despite Byrnes’ protests.
the school was given long desks again. The old forms
from the galleries were converted mto playground seal’

Later, in 1908, attention was again turned to the
infants” department which needed modernising and |
repairing. But the Dl:-partrrpcnt 5 funds were VETY re- |
stricted at this time so nothing, in fact, was done at al}

-

Phola: Mrs Brihgar!
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Largest School in the State?

The enrolment reached 700 m 1908, and by April
19700 1t was 740, with a staff of 16. Both the primary
departments were overcrowded — at least one boys
class was taught in a weathershed = so Inspector
Parkinson recommended the addition of & second stovey
on the end wings of the main building, and the
remodelling of the whole echool. The sketch plans for
this work were ready before the end of 1910, and
Parkinson heartily endorsed them. Summer Hill was
growing so rapidly that he regarded the wark as urgent:
“There is no doubt that in the future this school will be
ane of the largest in the State”, he said. The estimated
cost was E460{),

But late 1911 the enrolment was 878 and two boys
and two girls elasses were permanently accommodated
in the weathersheds. Parkinson reported that the school
now needed six additional elassrooms, not four, and
urged the Department to act quickly to relieve the
overcrowding. The Department of Public Works was
finally authorised to carry out the work in January
1913, By then it was beyond doubt that four extra
classronms were not encugh, 5o it was decided to erect
a doukble pavilion classroom building as well. Pavilion
classrooms, like the portable classrooms whech the
Drepartment hegan using at this tme to relieve the
accommodation shortage, were cheap and quick to

erect. They had an open side fitted with a canvas blind,

and were designed in a period when fresh air had
become an ohsesson, They were very uncomfortable
and unpopular, and the Department soon had them

enclosed,

The main work in 1313 involved remodelling the
end wings of the main building in erder te remove the
porches and entrance corridors and enlarge the old
classrooms, and adding twe classrooms at each end, on
top of the old rooms. Given the rapidly increasing
enrolment and the restricted site the second storevs were
probably inevitable, but they spoiled the elegant facade
of the eriginal building. The windows in the main
building and the infants building were reconstructed.
the infants hat labby was extended and new lavatories
o1 washsheds were built in the playground; renovation
work and painting were abio carried out. The work
mainly completed by August 1913, and cost just under
24005. The pavilien classrooms were ready at the
same time, and cost £239. The school was supphed
with dual desks for some 450 pupils, but most of the
furniture did not arrive untl 1914, When it did, the
250 children who throughout 1913 had been
accommodated in makeshift ‘rooms’ — the weathersheds
and the verandahs, with one class in the open
playground = were at last able to sottle into medern
classrooms.

A Superior School

Summer Hill ad had secondary classes since
1894, but they had always heen small; 1904, Far
cxample, the Strth Class enrolment was 19 boys and 18
girls. Byrnes put some offost into developing these
classes, hut found that parents tended to regard
Summer Hill as 'inferior becawse it was not a Superior
Public Schaol. He asked the Department to raise the
schaal's status in 1907, but the request was deferred

ammmer  Hill Public Dchool Addilions and PLTI'I'IGCI.Ell-lKl{'-“; -
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because the Department was still working cut the |
renrgamisation of secondary education in the State.
Byrnes tried again in 1911, when the were 69 enrolles
in Sixth Class and 57 in Seventh Class. Inspector
Parkinson was strongly i favour of the upgrading, ||
pointing out that most of the parents were “well-to-de
and hence able 1o keep their older children at school,
and that under Byrnes' good management the school
had retained pupils whe in the past would have been
sent to other schesls. The Department again deferres
the matter, for the same reazon in 1907,

The re-organisation of secondary education had
begun in 1910, In that year there were 143 Superior ||
Public Schools and only 5 High Schools. Only 596 o
the State’s pupals were doing secondary work, In 191
Qualifying Certificate examination at the end of the

rimary course, was established and the number of

r-Ilq;h choole was greatly expanded in that year. In
1913 the Superior Public Schools were re-organised. i
Some offerred academic courses designed 1o prepare
students for university and the professions. Three n
courses were created: junior technical for bays entering
industry and the trades, commercial for boys going i
the business work, and demestic science for grls >

1

L3

future was seen as that of homemakess. Summer H
was made a Superior Pablic School at the beginm
1913, offering the commercial and domestic courses.
The commereial course included the traditional
secondary subjects plus a few specially commercial |
subjects like husiness principles and boskkeeping, and
unlike the junior technical course it demanded no speci
buildings and hittle special equipment. The domestic
course included subjects like cookery and home
management, and in some schools typing and
were also available.
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;liydnr:y C. *Boss” Byrnes uith senfor students af Summer Hill Superdor School

'he Successes of Elsie Stephens and
lenrietta Todd

While secondary education was developing at
ummer Hill. changes were also taking place in the
ifants department. The vigorous new mistress, Elsie
I:ephml. p|anec|. & great dui -of r-mp:h.a.seis on nature
udy and excursions, but her special interest was
ianual work: Parkinson sasd that the objects made by
e infants at Summer Hill were the best both in quality
el variet}- that he had ever seen.

Miss Stephens’ work was continued by her
dccestar Henretta Todd, who was at Summer Hill
~om 1915 to 1926, In 1915 she asked the Department
2 supply moveable tables and chasrs for the
indergarten room, since the tramed kindergarten
pacher on the stalf found &t difficult to implement
vlontessar methods with inadeguate furniture and

~quipment. Chief Inspector Diawson's note on this
‘equest was an ominous " Bring up when the War is
wer", but the tables and chairs were in fact supplied in
T8 just befare the end of the war.

‘World War 1

The first world war had three main effectz on
‘chools in Mew South Wales. The first was an outhurst
'of patriotism, which was reflected in almost every
azpect of school work, from the content of lessons to the

knitting of thouzands of sacks, and the holding of
fund-raising bazaars and patrietic displays. The
second was a big reduction in the amount of money
spent on educatzon, which resulted in a further check to
the building programme, which already lagged far
behind the population grawth in Sydney before the war.
Finally, the enlistment of cne-tenth of the Department’s
teachers resulted in even larger class sizes, and the
emplayment of temporary teachers of widely varvn
quality. All these effects were felt at Sumemer Hill, ﬁm
except for the shortage of accommodation the schools
records are almost silent aboot the war's impaet.

The P & C

The first reference to a Parents and Citizens
Association oocurred in April 1918, when the new
Aszociation urged the Department te pravide
additional rooms for the infants, but at no other tme
did any local individual or group write to the
Diepartment. From 1917 there were 23 classes and only
19 classrooms, bt although two classes i both the
boys and girls departments had ta share a room it was
the infants department which was particularly
overcrowded. The five rooms in the old building were
all rather small, and throughout this period they were
all crowded, while at least two infants classes were
aceommodated in the weathersheds of corridors. The
ks alao had their manual training lessons in an open
weathershed.

18
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.'bch‘i.'d- Light i Y
i In 1922 Summer Hill had finally reached the Al s & : ;
!!hcliun- on the building programme, and it was = ﬁj Myt e
'iid&l o a;u]:ﬂrhe aem.ndl !tnyqrfnverdﬂn cmr.ralplpa.rt

e main building. to comprise four classrooms plus ! ppen
{1conies and hatrooms. Qualifpma Certifcatr

By 1927 a great deal of work was being done on o
1, residence, including the installation of powerpoints

i electric lights to replace the old gas lights. Some Pl Fublc Schonl
k-;gu: lights were also to be installed in the schaol in L= i

:, : —ah = e b, iy

I‘I: Il;';rﬁr \:'

Jndoia.'nl".'.rl. i "“'"“_'l_-'fﬁ::. ——r

!
i
4| The year 1927 marked the end of an era at Summer

|ll. The commercial and domestic science classes were

iansferred at the end of the vear, to be replaced by Cerlificate = Mrs ¥ Ford

lrer 400 new secondary pupils. In May 1927 Sidney

\ yres befit the school a.fl:t'rllgeau:. the grls mistress

i linni= Baker had retived in 1923 after 38 years at 1927 were to he replaced at the beginning of 1928,
1|ummu E—Iu!, 3r:|:|: the 'I'rqfanl.i mistress Henri=tta Tadd w|'||:|1_ & MW Eroup uF 'Fmt assiskants were also

fjad left at the end of 1926 after nearly 12 years. Both appointed, in readiness for the changed character of the
-te headmaster and the infants mistress appointed in schoeol and its premotion to a first class school.

!

Permit bo enrod af Bumbaod Damestic Scdence Schood fram Sumimer Hill-
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Kindergarten — 1922

Class 3 - 1922
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Class 1A = 1922
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= Intermediate High Schoal,
|18-1936

| After the reorganisation of secondary education in
4w South Wales between 1910 and 1913, there wasa
. dual rise in the proportion of children who received
f st some secondary education. In 1913 only about
< %% ol government school ile were scoondary
.:?ila. while by 1927 they & up about 137 . The
!Sber of secondary pupils had risen frem bess than
ﬁ)&ﬂl to over 40,000, Only about a quarter of these
 sils attended separate secandary schoals, the
?qainder being in the intermediate high, disirict.
,;:(rjct rural and superier public schoals which formed
. secondary tops of large primary schaols. [n most
F“ this meant rather makeshift accommadation.
11 A particularly bad example of accommodation
[ ficulties during the 1920Vs was found at Burwood
{ich by 1927 had nearly 2,200 pupils inchuding 900
Jondary pupils. In 1928 it was decided the new
:;lld.ing would be oceupied by secondary girls only
. the 350 smndaqtny: were Lo be transferred to
Enmcr Hill. But the erection of two portable
vildings did net provide enough accommodation. This
;Lame clear even before school resumed in January
28, when it was realised that the science room wou
"we to be enlarged by incoroporating the other room in
. s pavilion building.
| The Department was also aware that the hoys’
. ‘rents were most unhappy at the move from the fine
huilding at Burwaosd: “a geoad deal nfﬂb]ir_
ing has been engendered”, commented the Chief
pector. [t was therefore decided to erect & third
ble portable building, and fortunately all three
completed by the end of January, Shortly
wardi a fourth one was authorised, and it was
mpleted in May.

The influx of secondary pupils had marked effects
P the schoal. There was a sudden jump in numb-ers —

1]

i mid 1928 the average attendance was nearly 1200 =
and a marked change of balance betwesn the slowly
declining primery and infants sections and the
sscondary section, which now comprized over 400
boys, The new headmaster, Charles Grassick, devored
most of his attention to the intermediate high school,
which was not surprising, but it did lead to sone
neglect of the rest of the school, and especially af the
primary boya. The secondary section had most of the
main building while the primary bovs were taught in
partable rooms (probably because of the “public
feeling™ already referred to); the rearganisation of
classrooms also resulied in the kindergarten and
transition classes moving inte a portable building.
Much of the accommodation at Summer Hill was now
unsatisfactory by any standards, and the cluttering up
of the small site with poriable buildings made the
playground very congested, These matiers were to be
digcussed at length between 1928 and 1935, but action
was always put off because the secondary hoys were
anly tempaorarily located at Summer Hill.

The Struggle for Improvements

The Parente and Citizens Association was
re-formed in August 1927 after a lapse of some years,
and within three months it had 1530 members. The
seeretary, Mr. H. Rofe, immediately set about asking
the Department for various improvements, the major
items being the reconstruction of the playground and the
painting o?llw buildings. The poor drainage of the site
and the gradual deterioration of the asphalt had been
problems for vears, and a great deal more damage was
caused by the trucks delivering the portable classrooms
in 1928, Grassick sent the Department several
photographs showing the poals of water Iving in the

after rain in 1928,

In May, 1929 the Parents and Citizens, through

the new secretary Mr A, Morris, renewed ifs request

fior major improvements to the buildings and
pJar_srnumI. while the new Mothers Club, through the
prezsident Mrs Walsh and the secretary Mrs Cavill,
urged the Minister to erect a new infants building,
Things locked mere promising in Movember, when the
Minister Diavid Dvummond paid a visit to Summer
Hill. He decided that the site would be overcrowded
even if the secondary bovs were transferred and, since
the infants building was “most unsatisfactory”, & new
site should be acquired closs by for the new infants
building. He also ordered the proper draiming of the
playground “as a matter of urgent necessity”.

E:ﬁrﬂl'J'j"ﬂ'H'Jl .Hl’nlla!rr_.l'w Educotion's leffer
The drainage and asphalting were done in 1930,
bat nothing came of the other decizsions. An
investigation late in 1929 found that there was no
suitable vacant land i Summer Hill, and the cost of

Paar Drainage - 1928

resuming eceupied land would be prohibitive, sa it was’
agreed that the answer lay in the demolition of the l
residence and the remeval of the portable bulldings, |
which would provide space for & new infants |;u.1i|5'm¢g. {
#Any action at all depended on the availability of funds,|
and the Summer Hill building proposals wers to }
languish because of the onset of the Great Depression |
late in 1929, |
By 1931 it was clear to the Department that the |
problem of accommedation quantity — if not quality = |
was being gradually sslved by the decline in i
enralments. i
In 1933 the campaign was revived by the Infants
Mistress, Rose Gillies, the secretary of the Mothers
Club, Mrs 1. Murray, and the secretary of the Parents
and Citizens Association, Mrs Vera Black, Their 1|
arguments were the same a: in 1929, but on this i
occasion the Department put the whole question of 2 |
new bullding aside because it was clear that once the |
secondary section was transferred there would e
encugh room in the main building for the whole schoal.

It sometimes seemed during this period that no othes
isaue concerned those assaciated with Summer Hill
schoal, Certainly ne one wrote anything about the

effects of the Depression on the school and its pupils,
and apart from the lack of funds for building rﬁe only
references to the Depression in the school’s records are
the files dealing with the dismissals of married women
teachers. The school was fortunate 1o have bwo parent
organisations taking keen intereat in the school and
ramzing fumds for “extras” through fetes and ather
tiene-hensoured activities. A Summer Hill Intermediate
wagg School Old Boys Union was also formed in

Phato: Department of Educaion
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Summer Hill Primary School

The opening of Hombush Boys Junior High School
had been plmn.ed fm the Bcilnmn; of 1956, and t]'lE
necessary staff appointments were made for that time.

In fact the new school did not apen until May, when the
beoys intermediate high school at Petersham was closed,
bat the Summer Hill boys did not move to Homebush
until August. Grazsick's departure to Manly, which
had a large sec section, was delayed until May.
while his successor Francis Byrne arrived at Summer
Hill in January. Summer Hill thus had two headmasters
for a few months, one in charge of secondary pupils and
one |n:hum0ffhc rest of the school,

The secondary boys left on Friday, 7 Auvgust, and
aver the weekend the Department’s workmen moved all
the furniture so that the whole school except the
kindergarten class could operate in the main building on
the Monday.

Francis Byme - Headmaster of Summer Hill Primary.
T935. 7544

The 0.C. Classes

From August 1936 Summer Hill had primary
pupils only, for the first time since 1913, It also had a
limited amount of spare accommodation, which could
be expected to increase as the enrolment continued its
slow decline. However, if nature abhorred a vacuum so
did the Diepartment of Education, and the space was
scan Lo be occupied by ‘special classes for gifted
children’, now known as Opportunity 'C° assn.

Special classes for gifted children were first
established in 1932, at Erskineville and Woollahra.
These two schools were chosen becanse they had spare
accommaodation and were conveniently located to serve
children from the lllawarra and Bankstown railway
lines and the eastern suburhs respectively. The first
wmal 'h:q:ch.er al Erskineville Was Harnl:! wyndhm.
who was appointed the Department’s first research
officer in 1935 and was to be Director-General from
1952 1o 1968, The experiment in extending the abilities
and enriching the educational experience of fifth and
sixth class pupils of outstanding intellectual ability was
extended in 1936, when classes were begun at
Acvrtarmon. It was also decided to establish classes at
Hurstville in 1937, and in September 1956 Windham
was seeking a suitable centre of the western suburba,
He therefore examined the sccommadation left vacant
at Petersham and Summer Hill by the opening of
Homehush Eurs Junior High School, and chose
Summes

Anuqu'nmta were hastily made to establish fifth
classes at Summer Hill in 1937, The feeder schools
were to number 15, inchiding Summer Hill, and

utcndu:l EI'N'H SH.TIHWH: (=] "JTIWIJ".IEI:I. T‘h# CLM

Franas BY RIVE

FPhato: Mre Weils

were to be accommodated in the “unsatisfactory” old
mfants buildings, with the partitions in the original
schoolrooms being removed but re-used to make a small
annex ineach room, and the original elassroom
becoming a library and reading room for both the boys
and girls i:la.uua!%‘ht science room in the pavilion
building was converted into a “social room” for plays,
debates, and o on. The scheduled remeval of the
remaining portable building was cancelled and the
indgergarten class rmruclim:l: int it at the beginning

of 1937,

In 1938 the criginal O C. pupils moved into Sixth
Class, and new Fifth Class pupils came to the schoal,

e accommedation was ther rearranged so that
the boys had the old infants building and the tweo girls
classes were located in wpstairs rooms in the main
banlding, with the adjoining balcony being glassed m
and fitted up as their library and reading room. This
created no problems for the remainder of the school,
since there had been spare rooms in 1937, The local
school population was falling steadily: the enrolment
had been 695 in 1935 and was 638 i 1940, but the
latter figure included ahout 140 0,C, pupils, most of
them from cutssde Sumemer Hill, 1o the local decrease
was about 200 in fve years.

The 0.C, pupils had a number of advantages.
Their dassroom space was more generous and better
furnished, they had special facilities like the libraries
and reading rooms, their teachers were specially chosen

and their classes were markedly smaller — about 35m
each class when the norm was 45 to 48 pupils, They
also had more opportunity for excursions and other
autside sctivibies, although this was not the reasan for
the parties grven each year by the O.C. girls for the |
duldrmu{‘gluml’a:kﬁaygrmmd Chi e,
This pr\hsrbnul centre had been established the
underprivileged children in that area, and in 1937t
was also given a large dolls” house by the infants |
department at Summer Hill, 1
!

World War 11 |

By 1940 Summer Hill was a scheol of some 650 l
pupils accommodated in twa old brick buildings %‘
the ‘temporary’ portable and pavilion buildings.
enralment and the accommodation were still much the
same thirty vears |ater and the headmaster’s residence
atill took up a substantial part of the restricted site.

School life in the forties was strongly influenced by
the events of World War 11, Students at Summer Hill |
wnI.IH remember the “toffee daye” and other methods of
raiging money Lo help the “War Effort”.

Crls were encouraged to knit garments for the
soldiers who were ﬁg.hrmt in the cold chimate of
Europe. These knitting sessions produced such items as
scarves, gloves and balaclava hais.

Phodn: DI Angus



Kindergarten - j839

Phato: Mrz Dorathy Carfer
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Clyas # — 1932

Class 3 - 1937

BN Fhoto: My Kevin King

Dhuring these grim years, air raid trenches were dug
= school grounds thus taking valuable playing area
s=av from the children. Trench dnill was grven
s=gulurly with time checks on how long it teok the
wachers and students to clear the school and reach the
safety of the shelters.

It was noted by the Headmaster, Mr. Francis
e, that the pupils of Summer Hill played very hittle
srgarised sport doring this period. This was due to

>

Clogs & — 1943

trenches being dug in lecal parks and the fact that many
of the vounger male teachers joined the armed forces.

Food amd clathing were strictly rationed in those
days and could only be purchased in limited supply ]
through the use of conpons. Schools had to struggle to
survive with what little equipment they had, Books and |
paper wers in ﬁlmn‘m{:‘:‘hm supply.

The 1940 and 1950's were :ﬁ:a:le: of littde

change in educational practices.

Photo: Mrs Emid Conmbes
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The 1950’s

Empire Day was still widely celebrated each year

| But was to decline in importance as the fifties

pro it
Al children were given a free, one-third pint bottle
of miilk ek day. This practice was maintained until the

| carly seventies.

Each classroom had a speaker which was connected
to @ master radio set near the Headmaster's office and
pupils listened to Health, Singing and Natural Science
programmes, Folk dancing was regularly performed
every Friday to instructions given over the radio.

The introduction of black and white television im
1956 was te have a profound influence on the education
of future generations of children.

Clipss 3
1955
Photo:
Mes, Speingal!

Photo:
Mirs. M. White
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The 1960’s

The trams which had rattled their way around
yelney for years were being replaced by buses.
The steady influx of migrants in the sixties began to
hange the way of life. This was the beginnimg of the

' rocesses which were to turn Summer Hill meo the

| sultscultural scheol and suburb it 15 today.

' These times are recalled by Mrs. Dawes-Smith
vha was appointed o teach the 0.C. class at Summer
1ill Primary School and is cur present Deputy
Trmcipal.

In education, equal epportumitics for women were
| ntroduced into the teaching profession. This saw the
Imp-l;:intmrn! af the first wamen F'rihr_'ipals in M.S.W

chools.

The separate girls and boys departments which had
| ibways existed at Summer Hill were to disappear with

 he introduction of co-educational classes.

Ball point pens, at first regarded with some
sugpicion, began to take over from the steel nib and
messy inkwell of former years. Moveable desks and
individual chairs replaced the antiguated, wooden and
cast iron desks which were fixed to the floor. Lessons
hecame less structured and children were invited to
participate more freely in discussion. The "cobwehs”
were being blown away!

Australia was changing to decimal currency and the
Department of Education produced curricular in
Mathematics (“The New Maths™), Social Studies,

* Handwriting and Spelling.

Feeading Laboratories were used to improve the
students’ reading skills whilst the Library began to
hecome l!\c focal pn'mt af the sl:.‘]'luul.

The cost of television sets had dropped and the first
black and white set appeared at Summer Hill School.
Clerical assistants were appointed to Primary Schools
as the sixties drew Lo a close,

Mes. Margarsd Dawes-Smidh has praght O, C,
clayees ol Surnmer Hfﬂfor IRy years.

Clogs 6 0, C, — 1959

Mrz. Dawwn Wilson was appointed to Summer Hill
Schoaol in I968 as the first clerfeal assiviant and il
hrerlals that position today. Foatball Team

fiad b - T968

Class 28
a0

FPholo:
Mrs. Trinder

FPhota

Mrs. Ifargrmzf King
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The 1970’s

These were exciting years for education in general
nd Summer Hill School in parbeular]
. By the early 1970's many migrant familics had
bade their home in the Summer Hill area. This caused
considerahle growth in the number of pupils attending
|7 school, Extra classes had to be accommodated in
lemountable classrooms as well as a block of flats and
ouses in Bartlett Street. Four E.5. L. teachers were
pﬁi:i:u] 1o the sehool to assist with the learning of
tnghish,

Soan after Mr. Bill Supple became Principal, the
| schowl was formnate to be included in the
IDisadvantaged Schools Programme. This meant that
money was available to fund the purchase of much

needed equipment, special progranumes and extra
ataffing - a full time Social Worker, a Remedial
|Reading teacher and a Library Assistan were

i
|
|
J

employed, Teachers also started the first After School
Care Centre in the area! This funding was to contimue
until 1982,

[n 1977 Miss Vilma Burns, Sumemer Hill's first
women Principal, guided and supeevized the building
of the new Administration, Library and Infants
buildings as well as the refurbishing of the old
bouail climegs.

The space and facilities which became available, as
accommodation increased, resulted in greater parental
and community invelvement within the school.

A commumity *Drop In™ centre was opened and
parents and community members have been included in
curriculum and policy development and classroom
acHvitics.

A feacher, Mrs Rilda Blackweod, 5 shoum with a special class. s was the first English as a Second Language
(E.8.L.) elass at Sarmmer Hill Primary School. Such classes have been helping children improve their English since
| the beginning of the 1970, Our school has four E.5. L. teachers al the moment.
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the 1980’s

1983, the year of the Centenary of Summer Hill
Public Schaol, saw the retirement of the popular Miss
Vilma Burns in April and the appointment of Mr, John
Hathorn as Principal.

With its new and renovated buildings, its additonal
playing area, its continuing eommunity involvement
and its high educational standards, Summer Hill can

confidentiy look forward to its next century.,

Miss Vilma Burns Mr. John Hathorm
Principal 1976 - April 1953 Present Principal of Sumnver Hill
Primary Schoot

Sigff Photo 1983

Bﬂck Raw: C. J'l.'-l'g.ﬁing\ai’-e. _f. Bowen, M. Sprqw. I Serahte, D), Carder, P Meicalie, D, Johrzon,
N Muray, K. Anderacn,

Middle Rows: T, Gilbertharpe, L. Spindler, A Crowe, 5. Cousing, K. Arches, 5. Howe,

_ DL ek 2 Ol elinnd 5 Jabi.
Frant Bow: 1 Wilsan, o Bsung.lmh. W Ak, _|r. Hathom, M. Dﬁlum-ﬁmfﬁ'l. K. Hur.‘:ns. M. Kllnﬂ'.
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SDocvr /mey Sz

In response to requests for information abeut the former days af Summer Hill Schoal a number of
interesting letters have been received and interviews given. Excerpts from these have been included as
cxamplcs of our ||"|.'I'hg hlstm‘}'.

EXNNREENENENENK

ME. POWELL has memaories about his student days at Summer Hill School during the war years
1914 ta 1916, He was recently interviewed by Ma. Therese Gilberthorpe and some of hiz
recollections are recorded below:—

The Headmaster, My Byrnes, had o withered right arm and wrote usth bis leff hand. He bad been o
pupil rainee teacher and always emphasised the “superior” in the title of Summer Hill Superior Public
School, There was no likrary in the school and the Headmaster lent his own books to the children,

Mr. Byrnes” schoal residence had o wive fence covered in grapes. He lold the children that they should
ned fourch those gropes under any circumstences. Mowever, if femplation was too greal they could go
through the pate, knock on the door and ask his wife for some grapes. Na one ever did — passibly
because the vines were negr the wrinals and the boys knew how they were fertilised!

Wartime.
Empire Diay (24th May) was abioays o significant day. The Mayer, or a local dignitery eddressed the
schoal on the glores of the Empire; the National Anthem and Advance Australia fair were sung; then
the speaker would announce a half - day holiday o a mass of cheers from the children.
Everyone was affecied by Wordd War I The teachers and the children were lense and highly strung.
Erten the name * Kindergaren” above the doorwoay in the Infants School was crased dining the war
because of its Germart conmadation. Somefimes, ex-servicemen leachers would behave ke drll sergeants.
At assemblies the flag was saluted and the names of the dead were honourad. When the names of the
dead were ;m.rmuncg there would always be much crying. The dnging of the school bell confinuously for
Armistice created an enormous and losting impression.
In School. ; :
OF the schoal itself Me Powell remembers that the walls were a dirly green colows, they had Bp up desks
and some forrts had no backs. The No. ®'nibs they fad for ther pens made good darts if the backs were
Braden and would stick in the wooden ceiling to later be shanghaid dawn. Cnce the Fﬂ;ﬂpﬂf gave them
long handled brooms to clean down the ceilings. Art work at school was very rare and Mr. Johnson was
the anly leacher who taeght art. The children bought Recves pastels and Larcter or Reeves Drawing
Books. Mr. Powell's drawing of a policeman'’s heimet was displayed on the wall and four years later it
wes il one of the only arl displays on the wall! .
Children could fid @ week fo learn the fife after school. There was a deum and fife band comprising.,
20 fifers, I base drummer and 2 kettle drsmmers, and the band led the children into schoal or fnto the
errils rernd.

ETE}:& cjﬁl‘ﬂﬁ'm wen! swimming at Abbotsford. They walked fo Habedficld, the fife band leaving them at
the siation. They fonk a perny trame fare to Abbolsford, poid o penmy enirance info the baths. Al the
end of the suimming they were ticked off and dismissed. The first time this happened Mr. Powell was
aqurile frightened becawse he had no idea how to gel fome,
Games and Books.

Some of the games were similer fo foday. Children played football or crickef and leapfrog in the yard.
They played “Cocky Laura™ but it was much rougher in those days for they mel in the middle and
wrestled in an alfernpl to stop the other side from geling acroas.

The books they enjoyed were Film Fun, Camic Cuts, Funny Wonder, Champion Chums and there was

a Buoys' Oun Paper that came oul in a weekly edition al 2d. 1 was pert of o “status” game ts hold wp you
desk top and behind the teacher's back, Onee Mr. Powell was mortified to be cought reading a
School Girly' Chwn Lilrary he had borrowed!

Mr. Powell admits there were times when he was terrifled of school but says he neter felf deprived.
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Fife and Drums Band s T Phato: M. A, Walker

MR CHARLES F WILKINS J.P., a pupil of Summer Hill Superior Public School fram 1912 ta
1918, remembiers both the good and the bad of his schaol days .

I s o pupil at Sumvner Hill Supedor School fram famary 1902 to December T8 and haoe riTeTy

mermories af that fime.

All our formily, who lved at 3 Senith 51, Surmmer Hill attended Semmer Hill School. There were 7 of

us — 5 slill alive and all aver FO.

Firsily, some of the leachers. There was the lovable, dedicated Percy Williamson, the Dieprty, whe

teresgrht s for the Qualifiing Certificale in 6th Class, Hardly ever caned & bog = there was itle need

becawse fie was respected by even the roughnecks af the schonl and there were some foo in those doys !

;ﬁ{‘.l'l: ulﬂi o teacher named Fethersfon = a Im.lern_-,r the cone and a specialist at the art u_f,ﬁfm}g the
ngertips!

There weas olse a dear old cove named King, wha faught 2nd Class, the lowest in Primarg. hers |

remember were Mrs. Tnyl'u.r, Mfiss ﬂm.ﬂ!:y, Miss Frann:.i'x; Mr. Beard, who hed beer o Warld War £

and wonnded and discharged eorly in the war. A Mr. Haydon also comes to mind.

The Headmasier, *Boss™ Byrnes, was very much feared by all of the boys. He was a good feacher,

paralysed in ane arm, but could he oy it on with the other ! ing back 'm sure we followed cvery

trL‘GFJ{I'!t Saljl'd, and did our Sery best do avedd the “sock” as caning was called, (4-6 cuts, mainly 2 for

triialifies ).

1 well remember *Boss”™ Byrnes assembling the Bogs' Scheol and arnouncing on 4.8, 1974, that we

wrere af War with Germarng and he really was disfressed about if,

Elh:rg.mwn.l'rlg before scheal we assembled ai the ﬂﬂg pu:.nlc and recited durmg' the Wr: “J homour my

God, [ semte my King, [ salute my flag™, The fife and drum band would play the anthem and we wonld

rarch fo our classes. All children with German names would mof be allowed to porticipate. This applied

alao lo Empire Dy, 248h Mo

Cipposite the school in finclion Rood stood Agate’s Car works and Sueeney’s Cor Assenbly works wers

o the comer of funchion Read end Maoonbie Street in front of Thoms Galvanised Tank Works, [ well

rermemnber the first Field Ambulance which wes built af Agate’s. [t hed lorge red crosses on each side and

there was much pomp end ceremony when if was handed over o the Army

In those degs I.Ficﬂ!mcs of mearbles and flicking Cigarette Cards woere promineni af the school, There woas

Big Ring, Little Ring and 3 hole marbles with rigid rles, ke bnelles up or down and ne fudzing elc,

The Cards from pockets of cigareties in those days were flicked betiacen the fingeérs from a fine drawn fo

@ wall and the closest won. Tops were also fevouriies and they were spun after being wownd with sirng

and Yo in a certain fashion. These simple pleasures created jiust as much plessure to ws in those dogs

as all the [latest elecironic gadgets of loday.
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carts b and if you owned a gridiven (pushbike) you were a “milliomaie".
%ﬂﬁn& m:mm:ghudmﬂ the am:dard'qﬂmc.hw was " trite bo is name, Superior” — the
discipline viared from class to class and teacher to teacher = from eiolent to placid,
I sl Frenre many happy memares of so many peaple {many mow deceased) and of families all splif up to

all pairls of the compass,

i P&C Siall
daring Warld Wér .

Photo:
M. W Spence

(TEACHER 1924-1926) remembers the days af Sammer Hill when things were tough, especially for
wromen teachers. For example, there was ne equal pay for women. Al teachers were paid aceording o
the standard of thefr exam reselts but even if & woman came out of College at o higher stendard than a
rman feacher, it was sl the man who drew the higher pay!

Followtng the Greal Depreasion, an At was passed in M932 which forced marmed women to

completely leave the teaching profession. R o
Anmenities in the school were sadly locking — there was no staffroom; no affice for Miss Minnie Baker

(the Mistress for gears ); @ lot of roons were femporary and some teachers feld closses in the corridor.
When a class dropped below #0 pupils a feacher weas moved for the staff.

SOME SNIPPETS...

MRS, E. BRIEN (Student 1915-1919) vividly remembers the phrase “I'll take you up”, "This meant
she would be reparted to the Mistress.

OLIVE THOMPSON (Student 1909-19121, Empire Day was a picnic at Ashficld Park with a

brown paper bag containing a bun, orange and hag of sweets, I
She also recalls wiping the leaves of the Aspidistras on the verandah each merning,

ME. BILL GOODMAMN (Student 19427 iz painfully reminded of skinned knees and claims he sull
bears the sears of batile with loose gravel on the asphalt playground.
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MRS, MARCARET KING (Student 1938-1945 ) is =ill at Sammer Hill School = not a3 o student,
bk s @ Teachers” Aide.

In her dg& at school all the girls ffred wp in the front playground whilst the teachers stemdy supensized
Ihem from the heights of the cerandah,

A Jllr!'n. _fqm:,s 5 r.||mn|_|;,| rﬂm”eﬂl. Khe was tery i’ruah'ﬁnllmd'fm}nd fﬂpcrfﬁrm Ip.l'qys. T.ﬁc’ r..':r'llﬂlun
T o suppdy all the props. When the class was short of a cushion, lamp, vase or obher fem it vseolly
mear! Mre. King woald be senl lo get il from her home which was opposite the schaal.

Her 6k class teacher was Mizss Harms who was lone deaf, She woould hit a tuming fork on the desk ta
give the corret nole and woeld sing “me. .. _. Me. oame e bat each “me” got o bt flalier?

There were four rows of desks end cach Friday was rest dog. Monday mormings nieal was ts
re-grrange the sealing occording to the fest reails. The best students sat in the row nexd to e windows
whiils! those who acored poorly sof in the block near the door.

The students had fo buy thefr oun fext books but, becowse money was shorf, they bought therm from
those children whe were moving up lo a higher class,

The girls knifted socks and seanves for the soldiers during the wor. Althowgh the boys fed sporl s
Fr'!r.lln_lll n:.l':l'mmn.:. the gf:ll.': were denfed the same ooty Fnstead dll!_l,l haed r.'rqfl‘.. druu.l.l-llg and
painting — eogely fooked forwand in becouse this was one af the few variations from the formal lessons.

Gh-!y !ﬁc boy.s where qﬂmf o n:n-g I'|r:|n: handbell which :ignall.reﬂl Il!I'ﬂI'I":.\ I f.Frc a.r,iluuf rfuy.
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Mrs. Margaret King foday.

MRS, EFFIE KERR (nec BOWIEY writes of the days 1925 to 1932 and well remembirs avents in
ouy i'l:isrnr}' such as the opening of the S}-r]n:y Harbour B;idgq.

I was o pupil from 19235 fo 1932 [ Kindergarien to 66h closs ). The "Kindy" teachér was Miss Tynan
whom [ adored, I took her a flower every day. Miss Shaw was my 4th class " Dragon™. The Scwing
Miﬁr:;ﬁamt ua do sew a fine seam on samplers and when we were proficient with the needls our first
arti c

ing was bloomers, hand done!

The Headmistress was Miss B, MacClrcar. She was tall and thin, end wore o ring with o Hack
shome an her right index finger. History was her special subicct for our * Primary Final™ exan, and if thal
Singer, with the black ring, pointed af yoer with o question, you Enoe the answer or élse ... The
Headmaster was Mr, Grassick and never did the twa schools infermingle. A high poaling fence
divided the ploygrounds !

Each Christeriers, o concert was given in the 6l class room with the dividing parfition pushed Back
between if and the other room te hold the aedience. Seceral giels, incliding muself, plaged their best
piano picce — classical, of course! [ also remember Margarer { Peggy) Christiansen , reciting long
pieces she learmt and Elocution. They were aluways very dramatic aned bed fots of action,

Fioas very disappointed not be included in the group to represent the school on the day the Sydney
Herbour Bridge was opened in 19321
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I ike Summer Hill School because...
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These children and their families have shown
a special fondness for Summer Hill Schoal
by helping with the production of this book.
Alexander Tzannes
Michael Gregory
Vivien Chen
Mare: Petrowic
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o I live around e mlock.

My Sehoo!

My school was born in 1683,
A mewn builaling,
A paich of playground,
“Anal probaldy o tree.
£ been through hardships,
o and fears,
et hai kepl up iks honoor,
Morouph all the years.
I3 been avercrowded,
And meglecied ioo,
St hos oheays struggled
% be bravte and Irue.
Se three cheers fr.!r 0T scﬁm\r,
That's 108 ai last,
A we hope it will prosper,
4 s done in lhe pasl.
Draria O Neill
60.C.

{ used o be so old and weak

My cormmpaled fron roafs woeld leak

My ratiling doors wonld sgueal and squenk,
My wooden foorkoards wonld groen and creck.

My playground wes of mud and sand,
The children were caraful uthers lo stand,
Feally there wos nowhere fo plag,

5o the poor scholors sal around el dy.

Finally a caring person came

Crying : “Look at thiz school, Oh !, what @ shame
Why don’i we SPIII'I olr mnrm'yfur .5.’1(:r]'ng;"

This poor old school seeds repatring 1

A few months later the workmen arrived

They ton, could see thal [ had wot thrived

A shaet while later I fell fresh and clean,

An ingredible improvement fo feeling so mean.

I now have roofs of dark brawn #iles

And sweet green grass thal stretches for miles

{ have cameted flinors of emerald green

And walls and ceilings alf coloured cream.
Wik my terll ll!ur'.llﬂll:nﬂs Uf&-l'[.lr‘d'!.r hl‘ld;,

I never thought I could look so slick.

Trees were planted, the ground was cleared,

I hare never lnaked befter in my handred years.

Miks Hale,

6 CLE,

Hello, how are pord { am a school, Summer Hill School actually, 've been around for an extremely
|'rmg e, 06 Lyears m fdc!,‘ anid "oe seen a dol Ql"kfdi.. thousan l?_.f them, :lrlﬁcylt'{‘ dmngcd'!h-:ir ideas
and ideals throughout this tince, and of course their appearances have changed ton. The teachers have
changed oz well, Of how § hated it when the sufish of ihe cane rang trough the school and the anguished
cry of ihe pupd followed!

Hﬂwﬁ!cr, that kind of fﬁjng Frers ﬂapp::\d it -rlllmnk g’wﬂlrmu). Tnatend the teachers Jusd .r:_r.lnir.rrm'lul
children and tell them they're being foolish. That's march better ian'l it?

l've had plenty of work pinned up on my wells hroughout the years, some good seme fair but all the
children have tried ond of course that is whal iz imporiant.

While I've been here peopls have celebrated pleniy of things. Lel me see-ooh, Mrere wos Federation.
They were always talking about thal in tase doys when £ wos spened. The end of fute wors were
celebrated too. And of course | remember the first pupils §ever had, I was a high school then and e

children were much older than dl:y are noid

Jrusf ru;'.-;fnffy Thodasor q{fﬂccfﬁf,‘a J-D.rq,fmmey ik s Sfee il o ihe toedo e oy Thave mew b{rl'!dr'nga and the
aled burildings are made io loak alot better. [ felireally good, and limagineits the samewith the kids foo.

Al of this really makes me prowd to be Summer Hill School celebrating my one hundredth year !
Simon Busch, 6 0.C.
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Yoencgpals

Principal
Albert Studdy
Frank Garden
Sidney Bymas
Frederick Dierham
Charles Grassick
Fﬁmis H'_l.-rnz
Avpthur Allan
MMartin Cabbons
Pairick Callinan
Faobernt Hill
Francis Simpson
Harold Cairns
Eph Charlton
Cecil Blogg
C.8. Wilkinson
Bill Supple
Wilma Burns

John Hathorn

Infants Mistress
Maria Godfrey
Ada Moffat
Maria Murray
Sarah Watts
Elsie Stephens
Henrietta Tadd
Edith Staclng
Helen Wood
Ruby Willis
Rose Gillies
K. Clarke

E. Balkenburg
C.1. Byrne
M. Straum

E. Kauter

Pat Hemmings
Kathlesn Jones
Marelle Watson
Raokin Farredl
Wendy Atkins

Appointed

|B83
=
1906
1927
|927
1935
I944
1946
1951
1952
960
1963
19635
1971
1972
1973
14976
1983

1EEL4
1885

1891

19035

1912

1915
1926
1927
1930
1932
1940
1945
1952
1961

1%
1961

1963
19572
1957
197

56

Girls Mistress

{details available

up to 194497

Minnie Baker | 886
Ehzabeth Wheeler 1925
Bessie Maclorcan 1928
Jane Ashton 1932
Ila Fordyce 1936

fn'}szhﬁ?zf

YEAR
18835
1884
1885
B0
18G5
15040
1904
1910
1915
1920
1925
1930

1935

EET
1945
1950
1955
19610
1965
1970
1975
| 980
1963

ENROLMENT

371
414
394

H66
686

includes approx. 430

secomdary pupils

ncludes approx. 400
ary pupils

APProx.
APProx.

Standard Fublisming House Py, Ltd. 818-3000




